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1. FEDERAL
APPLIANCE
REBATES ARE
GOING FAST...
The government’s
Cash for Appliances
program, which lets
you score rebates for
about $50 to $500
swapping energy-
guzzling appliances
for more efficient
models, has gotten
lots of attention.

But don’t count
your greenbacks just
yet. The incentives,
which are adminis-
tered through the
states, are typically
doled out on a first-
come, first-served
basis, and in many
locales the money is
already gone. Flori-
da’s program, for ex-
ample, closed just 36
hours after it opened.
But some states, such
as Michigan, still had
plenty of cash in their
coffers at the end of
May, and other initia-
tives didn’t launch
until June. To check
the status of the pro-
gram in your state, go
to energysavers.gov/
financial.

- 2....BUTMOST
STATES OFFER
THEIR OWN
PROGRAMS TOO
Even if you can no
longer qualify for a
Cash for Appliances
rebate, you may still
be able to get cash
back from the more
than 600 programs
run by utilities and
over 100 state pro-
grams that offer in-
centives for boosting
your home’s energy
efficiency, says Justin
Barnes, policy ana-
lyst with the North
Carolina Solar Cen-
ter. In Oregon, for
example, you can get
a $75 rebate on an
Energy Star washer,
and $30 for recycling
an old fridge. See
dsireusa.org for info
on your area.
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3. AND YOU MAY
HAVE TWO MORE
CHANCES TO GET
FEDERAL FUNDS
Through the end of
2010, you can claim
a $1,500 federal
tax credit for up to
30% of the cost of
many energy-related
improvements.

There’s also the so-
called Cash for Caulk-
ers bill, which was
passed by the House
in May and could
soon become law. It
would give homeown-
ers hefty rebates on
a variety of energy-
saving projects.

Even if you take
the tax credit this
year, you may still
qualify for a Cash
for Caulkers rebate,
says Ronnie Kweller,
a spokesperson for
the Alliance to Save
Energy, a nonprofit

group.
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4. BEFOREYOU
GRAB A REBATE, DO
THE MATH
Getting cash back
might help you jus-
tify the purchase of,
say, that snazzy new
stainless-steel fridge
you've been eyeing.
But other projects
may give you greater
savings. “If your
home has bad insula-
tion, a superefficient
heating system won't
do much,” says Mark
Cannella, partner
with Pro Energy
Consultants, an
energy auditing firm.
Not sure where
your money is best
spent? A compre-
hensive home energy
audit, which will pin-
point your leaks, runs
about $400. But some
states or utilities con-
duct basic audits for
free or will reimburse
some of that cost.
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5. DON'T FORGET
THAT SMALL
PROJECTS CAN
STILL PAY BIG
There are plenty of
ways to save energy
without spending
a lot. Every degree
you go up or down on
your thermostat will
knock 2% off your
annual heating and
cooling costs; replac-
ing your five most
frequently used bulbs
with compact fluores-
cents can lop $70 a
year off your energy
bill, says Lizzie Ruba-
do, a senior project
manager with Energy
Trust of Oregon.
Finally, ditching
that old fridge you've
relegated to the ga-
rage for storing extra
drinks will save about
$200 or more a year.
You may find you can

. justify an appliance

upgrade after all—
rebate or not. m
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